
Information source:  “The Number Crunch” in The Age.  Make sure you read the 
question carefully, as not all of the questions posed in this newspaper are suitable 
for your class!  NO use of google or any other “search” on a computer.  See what 
answers the groups come up with. 
 
 
FIRSTLY - Outline the Scoring System for all students. 
 
5 points  = end up with the “correct” year 
3 points  = within 5 years of the correct answer 
2 points  = within 10 years of the correct answer 
1 point  = within 15 years  
 
Bonus Point IF you guess the ______ Eg: “City” 
Bonus Point IF you guess the ______ Eg: “Speed” 
 
 
THEN – Outline the Questions they will be working on. 
 
The Question:  What year was the first pedestrian killed by a motor vehicle and the death recorded? 
Bonus Questions:  What city did this happen? 
       What speed was the vehicle travelling? 
 
This should lead to discussion within the group. 
 
ANSWER:  1890   Briget Driscoll was run over in LONDON by a car travelling at 6km/hr (converted 
answer). 
 
 
Other Questions and Answers you could use:  Remember to introduce the points system FIRST. 
 
What is the average number of breaths an adult takes in a day?   20 000 – 23 000 
 
What is the maximum daily growth of bamboo?     30-60 cm per day 
 
What year was the Bunsen burner invented?     1855 by Bunsen 
 
What year was “God save the Queen” first sung?    1740 
 
What is the current number of Australians with a hearing aide?   400 000 
 
What is the length (nose to tail) of Africa’s Ghandian Giant rat?   75 cm long 
 
What was the price of the first holden car which was produced in Australia? ₤ 760 
Bonus Question:  In what year?       1948 
 



What is the dimension of the world’s LARGEST ruby (red gem)?  130 mm x 145 mm x 138 mm 
Bonus Question:  Where is it housed?      Japan 
Bonus Question:  What is its weight?      8.148 kg 
 
What is the proportion of the Earth’s surface area that is water?   70.9% 
 
Number of chicken wings eaten in 12 minutes (by Sonia Thomas)  183 
 
Estimated time a person could breathe in an average sized, sealed coffin  1 hour 
 
Weight of the world's largest ever pig ("Big Boy", 1939)    865 kilograms 
 
Most push-ups in one hour (1998)      3,416 
 
Year the first plane passenger was killed (Thomas Selfridge in an  
aircraft piloted by Orville Wright - yes - of the Wright Brothers)   1908 
 
The most attractive height for a woman (according to surveyed men!)  163cm 
 
 


